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CLIMATE CHANGE — MITIGATION 

Statement 

HON DR BRAD PETTITT (South Metropolitan) [5.45 pm]: I rise again to speak on the need for climate action. 
I start by acknowledging a statement made by the Minister for Agriculture and Food this morning. She said that 
this week’s Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change report was yet another graphic reminder that we need to 
move quickly on climate change mitigation. I was heartened to hear that. Minister MacTiernan was the only person 
in either house, from either the government or opposition, I am aware of who has spoken on this matter, so I find 
that much less heartening. 

Hon Alannah MacTiernan: The Premier has absolutely made comments about this. 

Hon Dr BRAD PETTITT: The Premier has made some short comments in the media, but certainly no comments 
in Parliament, and no statement on this matter. In fact, not even the Minister for Climate Action has made comments. 
I do not want to pick on anybody in particular, but the only comment I am aware of her making is in a Facebook 
post. It is a good one and I congratulate the minister on that. It reads — 

The alarming Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change’s (IPCC) Sixth Assessment Report confirms 
Australia must do better. 

The Federal Government has no firm plan to get to net zero and their COP26 targets fall well short of 
those submitted by other resource reliant nations including the US and Canada. 

This is simply not good enough and the Federal Government must increase their ambitions. 
The McGowan Government is committed to transitioning the state’s economy to net zero greenhouse gas 
emissions by 2050 through important policies focused on sustainable industries including hydrogen, carbon 
farming, batteries and electric vehicles. 

That is a good statement and I commend the minister on that, and there are some good policies in train. The point 
I want to make, and I would be happy to have that discussion in this house, is that those policies will not get us to 
where the science needs us to go. I will happily have that discussion with the minister on that very point. In fact, the 
questions I have been asking in this chamber this week have been given some pretty nebulous answers about whether 
the plan matches the science, which suggests that it does not. The science is clear. I remind members that our 
emissions need to drop by 45 to 50 per cent by 2030 and by 100 per cent by 2050. These should be legislative targets. 
For those members who missed it, there is an opinion a piece by Peter Law in The West Australian today titled 
“ALP can end its green daze: Dramatic UN report on climate change can spur real action”. He described the 
government’s WA climate policy as a “vague document padded out with motherhood statements”. That is probably 
a little harsh because it has some good policies, but we need to remind ourselves that this plan will not get us there. 
The Minister for Climate Action’s Facebook post tried to put the blame for this inaction at the feet of the federal 
government. We can agree fairly strongly on something here: the federal government must do more. We have 
all been rather depressed watching its inaction, but I respond to the minister’s post by saying that all levels of 
government must lead. It starts with local government. The City of Fremantle, which I led for a number of years, 
was the first carbon-neutral government in Western Australia, and the second in Australia after the City of Sydney, 
with a 100 per cent renewable energy target by 2025. The City of Subiaco also has a 100 per cent renewable energy 
target by 2025 and was one of the first local governments to achieve a certified carbon-neutral status. I congratulate 
the City of Subiaco on that. It also has an operational greenhouse gas reduction target of 45 per cent by 2030, 
which is consistent with the science. The Shire of Augusta–Margaret River has gone even further with a net zero 
target by 2030 for both community and corporate emissions.  
It is not just local governments that are acting. I could go through all the states. Let me give members some examples, 
because every single state is doing more than us. Victoria was one of the first states to legislate net zero targets. It 
has really good targets: 28 to 33 per cent reductions by 2025, 45 to 50 per cent reductions by 2030, and, of course, 
net zero by 2050. New South Wales, a Liberal state, has plans to reduce its emissions by 35 per cent by 2030 compared 
with 2005 levels. Again, it has legislated net zero targets by 2050. One of my favourite quotes is that one needs to 
judge an organisation or a state by its budget as much as by its policies. We can look at New South Wales, which has 
recently put aside $750 million to cut its carbon emissions. I think that is interesting, coming from a conservative 
Liberal government. South Australia has been a leader in this space for a long time. Again, it has really good targets 
such as 100 per cent renewables by 2030, and it is already at 55 per cent. It has already recorded a 32 per cent 
reduction in carbon emissions from 2005 levels. I could go on; I am not going to go through the rest of the states, 
even though I have them in front of me here, but I do want to say that I implore us not to keep saying that this plan 
we have is good enough. The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change report that is before us shows us that it 
is not good enough. We have an opportunity to do more. 
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We are the only state with rising emissions. I think that tells us something. We are also the only state without 
a clear plan for 2030 or a legislated target for 2050. I cannot make that case any more clearly than I am now. Lots 
of the levers actually sit with us, be they leaders in energy, transport, building, planning and agriculture, as the minister 
talked about this morning. These levers sit with us as a state. We can make changes even when there is a lack of 
leadership at a federal level. Let us do that. I think this is a really fantastic ambition. I do not want us to be the laggard 
state or the laggard nation, but that is currently where we are sitting. 
There is an amazing opportunity to turn this crisis into an opportunity. Again, I turn to some of the things that 
Hon Alannah MacTiernan is doing in this space, which are fantastic, but we need to see more of this across all the 
portfolios in a coordinated plan. It is going to require leadership from both sides of the house, and this is really important. 
Every time we get leadership from one side, the other side pushes back and does not back it, and that makes it really 
hard. I implore both sides of the house and the crossbench to all work together on this, because that is what it needs. 
The enemy of climate is no longer denial. No-one who is — 
Hon Dan Caddy: Of sound mind. 
Hon Dr BRAD PETTITT: — of sound mind, thank you, can deny it. The enemy is delay, silence and inaction. That 
is the space I think we are in now. I want to finish by saying that I am looking forward to working with all members 
on this, and I feel greatly encouraged by the sense of what we can do. 
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